Her Last Words, Make The World Better

Today, America lives with much freedom and diversity, a place with many opportunities.
However, much of what we enjoy in the present would have not been made possible without the
efforts of important figures from the past. As a sixth grader eagerly looking forward to the future,
inspirational leaders like Lucy Stone inspire me to reflect on their values and encourage myself
to set those as meaningful goals.

Lucy Stone was a person who dedicated her life to making the world a better place. She
was a women’s rights activist, suffragist, and abolitionist. In simple terms, Stone fought for
equality, primarily focusing on gender equality. In my eyes, Lucy Stone is the person whom I
admire and look up to the most. Her determination towards women’s rights and general equality
demonstrates her commitment and courage to make the world a better place.

Starting at a young age, Lucy Stone began the journey to challenge the inequality
between men and women. Stone was passionate about making sure everyone was treated fairly
and with respect. While attending Oberlin College in Ohio, she took a bold stand to fight for
what was right. Stone was given the opportunity to write a commencement speech that would be
read by a man, and while it is a great “honor,” she declined the offer. Surely, writing a
commencement speech would give her an advantage in the future, but Stone decided it was best
for her to firmly hang onto her beliefs.

When I first came across this significant part of her life, I was stunned. But upon reading

more about it, I learned to follow what I believed in and, most importantly, trust myself. This



was already a unique achievement, but Stone also managed to graduate with a college degree,
making her the first Massachusetts woman to graduate with a bachelor's degree.

In her near thirties, Stone completed her education and was in need of a job. However,
professions were quite limited to women in the 1800’s. This was when she entered the movement
to end slavery, still progressing with her women’s rights movement. William Lloyd Garrison, a
well-recognized abolitionist, hired Stone to join his American Anti-Slavery Society. Stone would
write and deliver powerful speeches, but as a woman, she was often looked down on and
criticized. Occasionally, she would be physically harmed by angry mobs and would have her
posters torn down. People attending her lessons might have thrown water or religious books at
her, too. Despite having to face these obstacles, Stone never gave up and proved her dedication
and courage to making a difference in the world. She stayed courageous and showed her
perseverance, continuing to deliver speeches even with her safety involved.

In 1850, Stone started the nation’s first national Women’s Rights Convention, based in
Worcester, Massachusetts. During business trips to advocate about women’s rights, she met her
future spouse, Henry Blackwell. Stone also chose to keep her maiden name, setting a standard
for future generations. Today, many people still keep their maiden name after Lucy Stone had
done so. Additionally, in 1858, Stone refused to pay taxes due to her and other women being
unable to vote, referring to the “no taxation without representation” phrase. Although she had to
face consequences, Stone chose to do what she believed in, taking much courage to stand against
the law. Throughout Stone’s life, she took part in creating the American Woman Suffrage
Association, National Woman’s Rights Convention Center, and wrote The Woman'’s Journal.
Stone continued to give speeches throughout the rest of her life, and died in 1893 with her last

words being, “Make the world better.” She was 75.



Lucy Stone is an incredible source of inspiration for anyone, including myself, and her
influence is a great motivation. She taught me that even with obstacles in my way, either harm or
disagreements, I’d stand for what I believe. Although people may think differently, in most
cases, [’d trust myself. I learned that to make a change, for myself or others, even with just a
small amount, it could make a significant impact for those around us. However, changes can’t be
done so easily. Looking at Lucy Stone, she wasn’t able to live to see women allowed to vote.
Nevertheless, she contributed greatly to this effort—the rights we have today that allow women,
including those whom I know, to speak their opinion. Without her, the world today may be very
different. Women may not have been given the right to vote. Slavery may still exist. Maybe,
those reading this wouldn’t even be alive.

Her courage during times of challenging hardships and commitment to making the world
better demonstrate a standard I believe people should set. I hope to follow her values of courage,
honor, and commitment and use them throughout my life. Although she is not with us anymore,

her legacy still stands today.



