Semper Fi Dad

What is courage, honor, and commitment? These are three traits that form a
respectable figure to look up to and aspire to become. When someone asks me who |
look up to with these three traits in mind, | say Anthony Delmont, my dad.

My dad served in the Marine Corps for 20 years before retiring in late 2023. He
deployed 7 times with nearly all of them being an explosive ordnance disposal (EOD)
technician. He served time in Iraq and Afghanistan and was even deployed there when |
was born. As a family, we moved 5 times and lived overseas for three years.

As a member of EOD, stepping in front of a bomb or defusing a live piece of
ordinance is very stressful, so needing courage is a requirement. My dad led a group to
the island nation of Palau twice to help make the island safer for its citizens as World
War Il ordinances were still left behind. Also, many of the pieces of ordinance were
blocking the front of caves, preventing the retrieval of bodies of the soldiers that fought
in the war. Once that was cleared, they were able to be retrieved and sent home for a
proper internment. Now, the island is safer and the people of Palau can access nearly
their whole country without fear.

My dad served 15 years as an enlisted Marine, but during the last 5 years of his
time, he became a Warrant Officer. During his career he was awarded several medals
and accommodations such as the Navy and Marine Corps achievement medal. He has
even been featured in newspaper articles where it was noted, “[jjjjjjijinitiative,

perseverance and total dedication to duty reflected credit upon himself and upheld the



highest tradition of the Marine Corps.” Additionally, his retirement celebration was
attended by dozens of fellow Marines who wanted to recognize him for his great
leadership and great contribution to the Marine Corps.

Being part of the Marine Corps wasn’t easy. My dad watched on as lots of his
friends sacrificed their lives and his time deployed was very rough. But still, he pushed
forward and fulfilled his contract of 20 years to the country. There is a large mental and
physical burden that comes with being a Marine, and he still carried it. He sacrificed so
much for the greater good of his country.

Emulating his deep seeded characteristics and the mark he left seems
impossible, but he leads me by example daily. | strive to make a difference everyday
and help everyone around me, just like he did. If Retired Chief Warrant Officer 2

I c:n stay strong and courageous for 20 years and inspire others, so
can .

In conclusion, my dad is a great example of courage, honor, and commitment to
recognize. His leadership skills inspired his fellow peers to also embrace the
characteristics of a true leader. | want to be a trailblazer someday, and | have no doubt

that my dad will help guide the way for me.



